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The Omani French Relations in the Era of
Saied Ben Sultan
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Abstract.  This study tackles the relations between Oman and France
during the regime period of Essayed saied Ben Sultan Al Bosai’dy,
which is considered one of the most important regime periods in the
history of Oman Sultanate, the onc that witnessed fierce compctition
between France and Britain, the two European countries that were rac-
ing in the field of colonization.

In spite of the fact that Essayed Saied had early strong ties,-with the
Indian British Government, he was cager to establish both economic
and political relations with France. That was the rcason that he set an
agreement with the French Bourbons Island in 1807G/1222 H which
was set upon bilateral trade. However the French hegemony over the
Arabian Gulf and the Indian ocean had a severe setback after the de-
feat of Napoleon. After France restored part of its hegemony over the
Indian ocean, a new agreement for the same mentioned target was sct
in 1821G/1237H and both France and Oman restored old ties.

In 1833G/1249H, Essayed Saied signed a trade agreement with
USA, then another with Britain in | 839G/1255H, hence France
sought to have a similar agreement with Oman and it has got what it
has sought for in 1844G/1260H by which France had many privileges
and a consul in Zanzibar the thing that was badly utilized from the
side of France as it supported the Catholic Christianizing movement
in East Africa and this was the rcason that made Essayed Saied in his
later life had tight relations with Britain.

We can sum up all this by saying that relations between Essayed
Saied and France were basically based upon bilateral trade, but in the
long term it had a political shape, hence France was the rival of Brit-
ain concerning Oman.
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